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Lawrence County Clerk

1 E. Courthouse Square, Suite 101
Mount Vernon, MO 65712
417-466-2636

Please note — this list was prepared as a courtesy to prospective candidates and to
the public. Candidates are responsible for researching the full requirements and
responsibilities of the particular office they seek.

Qualifications for County Elected Officials

Updated, February 2026

Note: In 2021, legislature raised the filing fee for County Offices $100.00

Associate Circuit Judge — Four Year Term (Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 21 & 26, Sec. 478.320)

U.S. Citizen & Missouri resident at least one year prior to election®

Resident & registered voter of the County, at time of filing**

At least twenty-five years old, and less than sixty-nine years old

Licensed to practice law in Missouri

Resident of County for 1 year prior to election (Section 478.320)

Cannot practice law, or accept any public appointment for compensation, during term
Cannot have been convicted (or pled guilty to) a felony (Section 115.306)

Must be current in payment of state income tax, personal property tax, municipal taxes,
and real estate property tax on residence (Section 115.306)

Cannot be given the oath of office if delinquent on any candidate committee reports (if or
individual serves as treasurer of any candidate committee with delinquent reports)
required by Missouri Ethics Commission (Section 130.071)

Must file a personal financial disclosure form each year.

Prosecuting Attorney — Four Year Term (Missouri Statutes, Section 56.010)

U.S. Citizen, & Missouri resident at least one year prior to election®

Resident & registered voter of the County, at time of filing**

County resident for at least one year prior to election

At least twenty-one years of age

Must be licensed to practice law in Missouri

Cannot have been convicted (or pled guilty to) a felony (Section 115.306)

Must be current in payment of state income tax, personal property tax, municipal taxes,
and real estate property tax on residence (Section 115.306)

Cannot be given the oath of office if delinquent on any candidate committee reports (if or
individual serves as treasurer of any candidate committee with delinquent reports)
required by Missouri Ethics Commission (Section 130.071)



Clerk of the Circuit Court - Four Year Term (Missouri Statutes, Section 483.010)

U.S. Citizen, & Missouri resident at least one year prior to election®

Resident & registered voter of the County, at time of filing**

Resident of County at least three months prior to election, and must remain a resident
throughout term (Section 483.010)

At least twenty-one years old (Section 483.010)

Cannot have been convicted (or pled guilty to) a felony (Section 115.306)

Must be current in payment of state income tax, personal property tax, municipal taxes,
and real estate property tax on residence (Section 115.306)

Cannot be given the oath of office if delinquent on any candidate committee reports (if or
individual serves as treasurer of any candidate committee with delinquent reports)
required by Missouri Ethics Commission (Section 130.071)

Presiding Commissioner — Four Year Term (Missouri Statutes, Section 49.020)

U.S. Citizen, & Missouri resident at least one year prior to election®

Resident & registered voter of the County, at time of filing**

Cannot have been convicted (or pled guilty to) a felony (Section 115.306)

Must be current in payment of state income tax, personal property tax, municipal taxes,
and real estate property tax on residence (Section 115.306)

Cannot be given the oath of office if delinquent on any candidate committee reports (if or
individual serves as treasurer of any candidate committee with delinquent reports)
required by Missouri Ethics Commission (Section 130.071)

Must file a personal financial disclosure form each year.

County Clerk — Four Year Term (Missouri Statutes, Section 51.050, 51.070)
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U.S. Citizen, & Missouri resident at least one year prior to election®

Resident & registered voter of the County, at time of filing**

Resident of County at least one year prior to election, and must remain a resident
throughout term (Section 51.050)

At least twenty-one years old (Section 51.050)

Cannot have been convicted (or pled guilty to) a felony (Section 115.306)

Must be current in payment of state income tax, personal property tax, municipal taxes,
and real estate property tax on residence (Section 115.306)

Must qualify for a bond in an amount acceptable to County Commission, but no less than
five thousand dollars (Section 51.070)

Cannot be given the oath of office if delinquent on any candidate committee reports (if or
individual serves as treasurer of any candidate committee with delinquent reports)
required by Missouri Ethics Commission (Section 130.071)

Must file a personal financial disclosure form each year.



Recorder of Deeds — Four Year Term (Missouri Statutes, Section 59.020; 59.021)

U.S. Citizen, Missouri resident at least one year prior to election®

Resident & registered voter of the County, at time of filing**

Resident & registered voter of State and County one year prior to General Election, and
must remain County resident throughout term

“suitable person”, at least 21 years of age

Cannot have been convicted (or pled guilty to) a felony (Section 115.306)

Must be current in payment of state income tax, personal property tax, municipal taxes,
and real estate property tax on residence (Section 115.306)

At time of filing, must present a copy of a signed affidavit from a surety company
indicating the candidate meets bond requirements (Section 59.021)

Cannot be given the oath of office if delinquent on any candidate committee reports (if or
individual serves as treasurer of any candidate committee with delinquent reports)
required by Missouri Ethics Commission (Section 130.071)

Must qualify for bond of amount set by County Commission, but no less than $5,000
(Section 59.100)

County Treasurer — Four Year Term (Missouri Statutes, Sections 54.010, 54.040, 54.070)
e U.S. Citizen, & Missouri resident at least one year prior to election*
e Resident & registered voter of the County, at time of filing**
¢ At least twenty-one years old
¢ Resident of State and County at least one year prior to date of the general election, and
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must remain a resident throughout term

Cannot have been convicted (or pled guilty to) a felony (Section 115.306)

Must be current in payment of state income tax, personal property tax, municipal taxes,
and real estate property tax on residence (Section 115.306)

Must be current in the payment of all other real estate taxes (54.040)

Must qualify for TWO substantial bonds: (54.160 and 54.070)

e “Custodian of School Funds” bond, in an amount determined by a formula set in
State statute to protect funds held on behalf of school districts (mainly property
taxes, primarily December-February) Bond required is $3,750,000

e Treasurer's bond, to protect county funds. Currently, the Lawrence County
Commission requires a bond of no less than $400,000.

At time of filing, must present a copy of a signed affidavit from a surety company indicating
the candidate meets bond requirements (54.040).

Cannot be given the oath of office if delinquent on any candidate committee reports (if or
individual serves as treasurer of any candidate committee with delinquent reports)
required by Missouri Ethics Commission (Section 130.071)



Collector of Revenue — Four Year Term (Missouri Statutes, Section 52.010, 52.020)

U.S. Citizen, Missouri resident at least one year prior to election®

Resident & registered voter of the County, at time of filing**

Resident of the County for at least one year prior to filing for office, and remain a county
resident throughout term

At least twenty-one years of age

Cannot have been convicted (or pled guilty to) a felony (Section 115.306)

Must be current in payment of state income tax, personal property tax, municipal taxes,
and real estate property tax on residence (Section 115.306)

Must be current in the payment of all other real property taxes

Must qualify for a bond. The County Commission cannot require a bond amount larger
than $750,000. Therefore, that is the amount required for the person taking office
3/1/2026. Bond to be filed with Dept. of Revenue and Secretary of State (Section 52.040)
At time of filing, must present a copy of a signed affidavit from a surety company indicating
the candidate meets bond requirements (Section 52.010)

Cannot be given the oath of office if delinquent on any candidate committee reports (if or
individual serves as treasurer of any candidate committee with delinquent reports)
required by Missouri Ethics Commission (Section 130.071)

Township Committeeman / Committeewoman — Two Year Term (Missouri Statutes, 115.607)

U.S. Citizen, Missouri resident at least one year prior to election®

Resident & registered voter of the County, at time of filing**

Resident & registered voter of both the County and district for at least one year prior to
election.

Cannot have been convicted (or pled guilty to) a felony (Section 115.306)

Must be current in payment of state income tax, personal property tax, municipal taxes,
and real estate property tax on residence (Section 115.306). However, these candidates
are exempt from filing Dept. of Revenue Form 5120 regarding payment of taxes.

All persons elected or appointed to “public office”, Missouri Constitution, Article VII, Section 8.

Required in Declaration of Candidacy, Missouri Statutes, Section 115.349(3).

Missouri Constitution, Article V, Sec 26 gives judges a mandatory retirement age of seventy; the Declaration of
Candidacy states candidates must “qualify” to serve. A successful 69-yr old candidate could only serve a one year term.
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